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IMPORTANT!             TIMELY CLAIMS              IMPORTANT!   
 

As we have mentioned before, it is imperative that you notify us as soon 

as you suspect you might have a claim. Whether it be a production loss, 

revenue loss, replant claim or prevented planting claim. If we don’t re-

ceive timely notification it is very possible that your claim will be denied. 

Please help us avoid this by notifying us as soon as you think you may 

have a claim. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Scherer - President, Ag Risk Solutions 

mikescherer@ag-risk-solutions.com 

Here we are again experiencing a very wet Spring 

throughout most of our region. While this is certainly not 

the worst situation in the world, it has become a little ex-

cessive over the past several days. Things can change aw-

ful quickly though! Please read through the issues out-

lined on page two and be sure to keep your Ag Risk Rep 

apprised of any issues you encounter. 

On a positive note, we continue to see relatively strong grain prices in com-

parison to the past several years. While grains have certainly receded some 

from their recent highs, prices are still strong. These higher prices and higher 

projected crop values could be a good reason to re-evaluate your hail/wind 

coverage. If you don’t have any, should you consider adding some? If you 

have coverage in place, is it enough now? Talk to your rep for coverage 

quotes if you need them. 

I couldn’t be more excited to “return to normal” this summer! But, as is 

often the case, challenges like last year sometimes force us to try new ideas 

and learn new and better ways of doing things. Please read through page 

three about some different options we have to help you report your planted 

acres more efficiently and accurately. 

Best of luck to all of you for a bountiful wheat harvest and a favorable grow-

ing season! 
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POTENTIAL SPRING CROP ISSUES 

With areas of excessive moisture 

throughout our region, please be mind-

ful of these potential issues and keep 

your Ag Risk Rep informed of your situa-

tion: 

REPLANTING: Replanting is when you 

plant a crop that doesn’t materialize due to weather and you end up re-

planting that ground to the same crop that was originally planted. An ad-

juster must inspect and release the ground before you destroy the original 

crop. Contact your Ag Risk representative before you destroy any crops! 

FAILED CROPS:  A failed crop situation is when you’ve planted a crop that 

doesn’t materialize or is destroyed by adverse weather and you decide to 

plant the ground to a different (substitute) crop. Like replants, the ground 

must be inspected and released by an adjuster before you destroy the orig-

inal crop. Contact your Ag Risk representative before you destroy any 

failed crops so we can help guide you through the process. 

LATE PLANTING:  Late planting is when you are delayed from planting a 

crop until after the Final Plant Date. You lose some of your coverage for 

each day after the Final Plant Date. Final plant dates can be found on our 

website at: www.ag-risk-solutions.com/plantdates 

PREVENTED PLANTING:  If you do not have all your intended crops planted 

by the Final Plant Date make sure to contact your Ag Risk Rep to review 

your options. Your MPCI policy does contain coverage for being prevented 

from planting. It can be a somewhat complicated process, depending on 

the circumstances, but we can help guide you through it.  

CHEMICAL DAMAGE:  If you have any crops that sustain damage by chemi-

cal drift or other non-insured cause, contact your Ag Risk Rep immediately 

to discuss your options. We now have choices that at least keep you from 

having to report a low yield in your APH database in these situations. 
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ACREAGE REPORTING 

While acreage reporting this summer 

should not be affected by COVID-19 is-

sues, last year’s experience definitely 

forced us to try some new things that 

could well be worth continuing as a way 

to help minimize the time you spend re-

porting acres for crop insurance and to 

FSA. A few ideas to ponder: 

Precision Ag Data: If you are using precision ag equipment to map your plant-

ed acres, we may be able to use that data to determine your planted acres for 

crop insurance. We can either get the data out of the monitor or, if you are 

uploading it to a cloud-based system, we may be able to retrieve it that way. 

In addition to being an efficient way to get us your planting information, using 

precision ag data can also increase the accuracy of the acres you submit!  

Zoom Meeting: We do have access to Zoom (a video conferencing platform). 

We can schedule an online meeting and pull up all your maps for you to see 

and tell us which crop was planted in each field and on what date. You can 

join the meeting on your computer or on your phone.  

Sharing Information with FSA: With your permission, we can send any infor-

mation we get from you to your local FSA office to aid in their certification. 

The “acceptability” of this certainly varies by FSA office, but we have found 

that many of them are more than happy to accept information from us as it 

can help improve their efficiency as well. They may be able to send you the 

forms to sign in the mail or use some other method. At the least, you should-

n’t have to spend as much time in the FSA office reporting acres. 

E-Signature: We also have a tool that allows us to send you forms via e-mail 

for signature. It’s a pretty simple process that we’ve used with a lot of success. 

If you would like to take advantage of any of these options to streamline your 

acreage reporting process, please contact your Ag Risk Rep. However, if you 

would prefer to report your acres to FSA first and have them send us that info, 

that is perfectly fine as well. We want to help you meet your reporting re-

quirements in the most efficient way possible for YOU. 
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ANNUAL FORAGE INSURANCE 

Annual Forage Insurance is a product de-

signed to cover annual crops that are 

planted to be used for haying or grazing.  

This product can even be used to protect 

“cover crops” that you plan to hay, graze 

or chop for silage before planting the 

acreage to a grain crop. Annual Forage Insurance uses area grids, weather sta-

tions, and time intervals to provide coverage against a shortfall in observed 

precipitation. This product is also subsidized over 50% by USDA. The deadline 

to purchase this coverage is July 15, 2021 for any annual forage crops that will 

be planted between 7/16/2021 and 7/15/2022. Please contact your Ag Risk 

Rep if you think this coverage could be valuable for you! 

 

LIVESTOCK RISK PROTECTION 

Livestock Risk Protection (LRP) is an insurance 

product that provides downside price protection 

for livestock. LRP can be purchased on fed cattle, 

feeder cattle, swine and lambs. It works similar 

to a put option but, instead of using futures pric-

es to trigger payments, it uses a cash price index 

for each commodity. The insured can purchase coverage at different coverage 

levels and in different time intervals to coincide with when they plan to sell 

the livestock. Unlike a put option, once purchased, the insured cannot cancel 

or “get out of” an LRP contract.  This product is heavily subsidized by USDA. 

We have developed tools that show you the coverage options available, their 

cost and how they compare to using put options instead.  If you think this cov-

erage could be a good fit for your operation, please contact your local Ag Risk 

Rep and we can show you your coverage options! 

 

E-NEWSLETTER 

If you would like to begin receiving this newsletter via e-mail, please contact 

us at solutions@ag-risk-solutions.com. 



www.ag-risk-solutions.com 5 

WHEAT ISSUES 

As we enter wheat harvest please consider the following potential issues: 

CLAIMS: At the time of writing this, it 

appears as though the Harvest Price for 

wheat in 2021  will end up significantly 

higher than the Base Price. For exam-

ple, as of May 27, the projected Har-

vest Price for Kansas wheat is approxi-

mately $6.26 vs. the Base Price of 

$4.90. If you’re carrying Revenue Protection, and these prices hold, your 

“guaranteed yield” will not change, but you will be paid the higher Harvest 

Price for any bushel you do not raise below your guarantee. The winter 

wheat Harvest Price for KS & OK will average through the month of June 

while the Harvest Prices for IA, MO & NE will be averaged during the 

month of July. Please stay in contact with your Ag Risk Rep as you progress 

through harvest to keep us informed of the yields you are seeing. 

 

QUALITY ISSUES:  You may find quality issues, such as vomitoxin, as you 

start delivering wheat to the elevator. Quality issues are always complicat-

ed as they relate to crop insurance and can often be time sensitive. If you 

run into any issues when delivering to the elevator, contact your Ag Risk 

Rep immediately. Also, if you are concerned about quality issues, especial-

ly vomitoxin, and you plan to put your wheat into on-farm storage, make 

sure you have a discussion with your rep before you begin harvest! 

 

PRODUCTION RECORDS:  As you begin wheat harvest, whether you antici-

pate losses or not, please remember to keep accurate production records 

off of each insurance unit.  There are many ways you can do this to comply 

with RMA rules including using yield monitoring systems on your combine.  

Your Ag Risk Rep can answer any questions you may have regarding this 

issue. 
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UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES 

June 15:  Deadline to purchase wind coverage on corn for most 

companies. 

July 15:  Deadline for reporting your spring crop planted acres and 

plant dates for crop insurance. This is the deadline for reporting this 

information to the Farm Service Agency office as well. 

July 15:  Deadline to apply for Annual Forage insurance. 

September 30:  Deadline for making adjustments to your wheat 

MPCI coverage.  This could include changing coverage levels, chang-

ing products, adding a new county or changing agents. 

November 15:  Deadline to apply for Pasture, Rangeland & Forage 

insurance. 
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HAIL & WIND COVERAGE 

Over the past several years we have seen 

a significant increase in the use of private 

hail & wind coverage products by our cli-

ents to strengthen their risk management 

plans.  This trend has been driven by high-

er crop values, increased Enterprise Unit 

coverage and very cheap hail rates 

(especially in the eastern part of our region). As an independent agency we 

can write hail & wind coverage with at least six different companies. This 

allows us to find the best coverage and rates to meet your goals. Contact 

your Ag Risk Rep for quotes in your area. 

 

CHOPPING SILAGE 

If you will be chopping any of your insured crops for silage, please contact 

your Service Rep at least 10 days before you think you will begin chopping. 
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